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understand the Turin Shroud and all of its pro and 
con arguments, Of course, it must be stated quite 
clearly here that the Orthodox Church has no 
official opinion or view of this relic, and any article 
written by an Orthodox --however well informed--
simply carries the opinion of its author(s), which 
may or may not be shared with other Orthodox who 
have given thought to the subject. Some years ago 
Archbishop Antony of Western America and San 
Francisco (Russian Church Abroad) said, in 
response to a question about the Shroud, that many 
Orthodox Christians, including some prominent 
bishops and clergy, accept the authenticity of the 
Shroud, "but," he added, "since the Turin relic does 
not touch upon the dogmatic teachings of the 
Church, no 'official' view is possible." Even the 
Roman Catholic Church remains reserved on this 
matter.  

 
The sentiment echoed that found in the P.O.P.E. article 
whose author documents the paucity of serious scholarship: 
 

The trouble seems to rest in the published literature.  
Almost everything that has been written on the Holy 
Shroud belongs to one of two extremes.  There are 
highly technical articles written by scientists who 
worked on the specialized aspects of the Shroud and 
published their findings in medical and religious 
journals that had very limited circulation.  By and 
large, these journals were European and the material 
has not been translated into English. 

 
At the other extreme, there are publications in 
English which were intended to popularize the 
Shroud.  In terms of establishing the authenticity of 
the Shroud and proclaiming Its message, these 
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efforts have been disastrous.  They are full of pious 
feeling, but much of the information they present is 
inaccurate, speculative and rife with 
inconsistencies.  After reading these articles, anyone 
trained in science or medicine would have to give 
the Shroud a very low credibility rating.  The fact 
that so few people know about the Holy Shroud 
would indicate that It has been written off by the 
very people who should have been most moved by 
the evidence, and should have communicated it to 
others.  The problem has not been with those who 
opposed the Shroud, but with the uninformed 
zealous, who have disregarded or misunderstood the 
most important facts, and have nourished some 
fantastic propositions. 

 
It seemed obvious at the time that the identify of the author 
of the 1969 article could very well be the late N. Boutakov!  
Who else but a priest would have included so many quotes 
from the Bible and from Russian liturgy.  Ah, but I was 
wrong. 

On Friday, June 20, 2003, I telephoned the 
periodicals librarian at California State University in 
Fullerton and confirmed that they did indeed own a reel of 
microfilm reported to contain the serial published by 
P.O.P.E. Publications.  Yes, he assured me, they had the 
reel.  I printed out the catalog record and submitted it along 
with an interlibrary loan request and then sent off an e-mail 
to Mary Mansur care of Nikodemus.   

On June 26 I received word from our interlibrary 
loan department that California State was not able to send 
the reel of microfilm and that the only other library within 
the system charges $15.00.  The fee was reasonable 
enough, but, there was still no guarantee that the article on 
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the shroud would be on the reel.  A call to Jim Hansen at 
the Wisconsin Historical Society proved there is no better 
way to conduct research than in-person or on the telephone.  
Jim located the reel and graciously took the time to check 
the contents record.  He then sent the following e-mail: 
 

 “It is there. MadCat came up within a few minutes 
of our conversation which verified that we did have 
some P.O.P.E. publications on microfilm, part of 
"The Right Wing Collection of the University of 
Iowa Libraries" on our reel #P78-3691, item P2A.  
A look at the microfilm confirmed the holding of 
two issues of their newsletter, as well as some 
miscellaneous tracts, among them the Shroud item 
that appears to fit your description. 

 
I hope this helps move the search forward”. 

 
The very day the reel was shipped, Ms. Mansur replied: 
 

Richfield Springs, NY  
July 1, 2003  
 
Dear Mrs. Campbell:  
 
Please accept my sincere apologies for this tardy 
reply to your inquiry concerning the article on the 
Shroud of Turin.  
 
Although I bemoan our growing dependence on 
computers, they certainly are valuable in the type of 
sleuth work in which you have become engaged. I 
hope that I, too, can be of some assistance.  
 
In trying to track down the author of the POPE 
article on the Shroud, it would help if you could 
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send a few more excerpts, specifically with 
references to the Orthodox Liturgy, names of saints, 
other proper names... In looking over the article by 
Boutakov in Pravoslavny Put' (1967), I have found 
a number of similarities to the excerpt below: 
reference to "Constantinople's Reliquaries," 
mention of the Resurrection occurring 36 hours 
after the burial, impressions left on each unbleached 
thread, the scientific research devoted to 
establishing the facts, not to documenting religious 
belief. The fact that the Put' article is in Russian 
makes it difficult to say precisely how much is 
drawn directly from Boutakov. Looking for proper 
names is easier than searching out more abstract 
expressions.  
 
Boutakov completed his manuscript in April 1965. 
His condensed article on the Shroud appeared in 
1967, the POPE article appeared in 1969. At first I 
wondered if Boutakov himself could have authored 
the POPE article. From the excerpt it would appear 
that the POPE article was a transcript of a talk ("As 
we shall learn in other talks…") aimed at an 
English-speaking audience - which would narrow 
the author to an English-speaking Russian Orthodox 
very familiar with Boutakov's work. It is possible 
that Boutakov was fluent in English. From the 
footnotes in the Put' article, it is clear that Boutakov 
had in any case a good reading knowledge of 
English as well as of Italian and French, and the 
transcript could have been edited for publication.  
 
Pravoslavny Put' is published by Holy Trinity 
Monastery located nearby. It is the principal 
publishing house of the Russian Orthodox Church 
Abroad, and my guess is that the author would very 
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likely have belonged to this jurisdiction. Not all 
members of the Church Abroad share Boutakov's 
positive assessment of the Shroud. That narrows the 
field of possible authors considerably. What I can 
do is to contact some clergy in the Church Abroad 
who might know, or at least have some idea as to 
the author's identity.  
 
I do hope your detective work pays off with a final 
"Eureka!"  
 
Sincerely,  
Mary Mansur  
Nikodemos Orthodox  
Publication Society  
Richfield Springs, NY  

  
I mailed more of the text to Mary and the very next day: 
 

I really didn't think it would or could be so simple, 
but here's your answer. It arrived in a yet more 
recent email from our former editor, now 
Hieromonk Ambrose of the Holy Cross Hermitage 
in Wayne West Virginia.  

 
I'm positive that this was written by Sarah 
Hoffmann (not sure if it's one "n" or two, but 
I think two), a convert to Orthodoxy.  We 
knew her and her late husband very well 
back in the early '70s.  Although she was 
never a Roman Catholic, she had gone to a 
Catholic high school and college 
(Dominican, I think) and had maintained 
many of her ties and contacts in the 
conservative wing of Catholicism (as it was 
back then). Anyway, I remember that she 



 Shroud of Turin, p. 16 of 50 

wrote a piece about the Shroud and it was 
indeed published in P.O.P.E.  I'm pretty sure 
that this was just before she converted to 
Orthodoxy, which was in 1969 or 
thereabouts.  So, it all fits.  

   
I've long since lost contact with her.  She 
and her husband moved from the S.F. Bay 
area to the Seattle area back in the mid 70's, 
and he died there.  I'm not even sure if she's 
still alive.  She would be in her 70's, I think.  
Vladika Kyril, who knew them both, might 
have maintained contact.  They went to the 
St. Nicholas Cathedral, so perhaps Fr. 
Alexis knows.  

 
There was nothing more to do but wait and pray that 

Sarah Hoffmann was still alive.  The article still begged 
more up-dating.  A search in Gale’s Student Resource 
Center Gold yielded the plain (ASCII) text to the February 
1984 issue of Life (Volume 7,  pages 37 – 40) with the 
intriguing title “Is this what Christ really looked like?”  
Despite all of the accolades bestowed upon full-text 
periodical databases, when one is researching images, they 
are woefully inadequate.  The text states that English artist 
Curtis Hooper spent seven years researching Christ’s 
physical appearance and that he produced the “most 
accurate depiction ever of Jesus Christ”.  A search of the 
main stacks opened a wound most libraries are loathe to 
discuss.  Back in the late 1970’s and for most of the time 
since, librarians have been trying to cut corners, save 
money and find ways to save storage space.  Their solution 
– microfilm and microfiche.  The solution sounded 
reasonable but as everyone knows, microfilm is in black 
and white and the images are often smudged.   
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 The library catalog records in the Union List of 
Serials only list holdings.  They do not reveal the format of 
an item.  Only the interlibrary loan librarian and his/her 
staff have access to OCLC’s full holdings which list the 
format of each issue, i.e. microfilm, microfiche, electronic, 
or paper.  Nevertheless, if a patron wants a color photocopy 
of a paper issue, the patron must hire someone at the 
lending library to make the copy as this is a service that is 
not provided by libraries participating in the interlibrary 
loan system. 
 
 Google retrieved a website by a man who had 
purchased decades worth of Life at garage sales and was 
hoping to sell his collection for just under $400.00.  The 
alternative was to search E-Bay in the hopes that someone 
out there was trying to sell individual issues.  After logging 
into E-Bay and entering “Life, February 1984”, one entry 
appeared.  A lady had found a copy in her attic and because 
it had a photograph of the Beatles on the cover, she hoped 
to sell it.  I contacted her on July 11, made the bid of $5.00, 
and learned I was the only bidder.  After chatting back and 
forth on e-mail she took the issue to the post office on July 
14.  It arrived in the post on July 21 (the Feast Day of Saint 
Praxedes whose church in Rome houses the Pillar of 
Flagellation).   
 

In trying to verify that Life was the only publisher 
of the Curtis Hooper painting, a second entry was found in 
Student Resource Center Gold.  Time had published a 
collage of thumbnail prints of the Holy Face as part of a 
letter from the publisher in the August 15, 1988 issue.  
Ironically, it was in 1988 that Martin Scorsese released his 
scandalous film based on on the 1955 novel, Temptation, 
by a “tormented Greek Orthodox believer, Nikos 
Kazantazakis” (Michaels and Willwerth 1988).  Here inside 
this forgotten issue is the only other copy of Curtis 
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Hooper’s painting, albeit shrunk into a one-inch thumbnail 
(Fig 1). 
 

 
Fig. 1 

 
According to Life,  
 

Working in a Princeton, N.J., studio, Hooper 
enhanced hundreds of photographs of the image on 
the shroud: underexposing, overexposing, 
bleaching, enlarging. As he gradually brought forth 
more details, he realized that the face was distorted: 
the eyes sunken by death, the forehead scratched, 
the nose and lips swollen from beatings. Hooper's 
next task was to make the damaged features look 
normal. He sculptured a life-size clay model of the 
head and consulted a plastic surgeon, a dental 
surgeon, a mortician and a forensic pathologist. 
Each examined the model or photographs and 
explained what should be changed to re-create the 
face before it was injured. The dental surgeon, Dr. 
Bernard Roberts of Ingersoll, Canada, recalls: 
"Curtis was very knowledgeable and painstaking. 
He was telling me things about the mouth that I had 
learned in dental school."  

 
The only other reference to Curtis Hooper’s 

painting is in a bibliography of an entire collection on the 
shroud mounted by Dr. Julio López Morales, of Mexico, 
(http://www.geocities.com/shroud_collection/).  Taken as a 
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detour while waiting for Ms. Mansur’s contacts to locate 
Sarah Hoffmann, the Holy Face demanded more attention.  
Armed with the Time thumbnail (Fig. 1), the search was on 
for all forensic reconstructions. 

 
 The Holy Face is venerated by countless pious 
souls.  The actual image from the photograph taken by 
Secondo Pia (Fig. 2) generated much interest and devotion. 
 

 
Fig. 2 

  
The most compelling computer model appears as a 

QuickTime movie at 
http://www.theworkofgod.org/shroud.htm.  The final image 
can be screen captured.  The results (Fig. 3) is more 
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appealing than the painting by Hooper.  Once again, we 
find that there is no bibliographic record for the picture.  Is 
this a painting?  Was it painted for the person who created 
the animated gif?   
 

 
Fig. 3 

http://www.theworkofgod.org/shroud.htm 
 
The much anticipated reel of microfilm arrived the one day 
I had been called for jury duty.  The next day, July 18, the 
morning was spent paging through the reel to almost the 
end.  After about an hour, the filmed copies of P.O.P.E. 
began to appear and the saga deepens. 
 

Father Tague’s faded photocopy varied from the 
original in that two pages were copied side by side and the 
font was smaller.  In addition, the aged photocopy seemed 
to be missing a last page.  As luck would have it, the un-
numbered page 26 contained a brief bibliography of the 
Biblical passage quoted in italics.  It also gave a date: 
 

The Testimony of the Holy Shroud was 
presented as a series of radio broadcasts on 
the program “POPE Presents the Catholic 




