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Greetings, 
 
You have certainly undertaken a major project.  
Like most "scholars" they don't bother to reference, 
or even document their efforts.  bill's quote may not 
come from John Walsh, but more likely comes from 
one of Gil Lavoie's works.   
 
I think the source might well be in one of these:  
The Mishnah, H. Danby, The Jewish Way in Death 
and Mourning, M. Lamm, The Code of Jewish Law, 
S. Ganzfried. 
 
If not, I will keep searching. 
 
More Later, 
 
RICHARD ORAREO 
 

 
From: Barrie Schwortz 
[mailto:bschwortz@shroud.com] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2003 6:30 PM 
To: bcampbell@LIBR.UTEP.EDU 
Cc: Kim Dreisbach 
Subject: Re: Tracking Sarah Hoffman -The Role of 
the Internet in the Future of Shroud Research - 

Dear Dr. Campbell, 
 
Whew!  What a story!  It is an odyssey in its 
own right!  I am amazed at the depth of the 
research you have done to find this single 
article.  
 
I believe Bill Meacham's advice is excellent 
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and I intended to recommend you contact 
my friend Richard Orareo too, until I noted 
that Bill already gave you Richard's e-mail 
address. As you apparently already know, 
Richard has a massive collection of Shroud 
materials (the largest outside the Savoy 
family of Italy), and is very well versed in 
some of the more obscure articles and books 
on the subject. I am not certain if Russ 
Breault will be able to provide much 
assistance along these lines.   
 
However, you might also contact the Rev. 
Albert "Kim" Dreisbach at 
aiccsst@bellsouth.net.  He is an Episcopal 
priest, an expert on the Shroud and its 
Biblical history and has done considerable 
research on the subject.  I have included him 
as a "copy to" on this e-mail so he has some 
sense of what your needs are.  Both he and 
Richard might be able to provide you with 
some additional clues in your search. 
 
If this does not prove to be fruitful, please 
let me know.  There are a few other scholars 
that I know that could possibly prove 
helpful, although they are in Europe and not 
here in the states. 
 
Perhaps Bill Meacham will find his source 
and save you some time, although I already 
consider the depth of your research to be 
amazing! 
 
Also, Emanuela Marinelli keeps a list of 
Shroud articles on her website that is very 
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extensive, although I'm not sure it would 
have what you are looking for.  You might 
try this link to see if there is anything useful 
on it: 
http://www.shroud.it/ARTICLES.HTM. 
 
I hope this information is helpful. 
 
Warm regards, 
 
Barrie Schwortz 
Editor & Publisher 
Shroud of Turin Website 
Barrie M. Schwortz 
bschwortz@shroud.com 
*** 
Shroud of Turin Website 
http://www.shroud.com 

  
From: Kim Dreisbach [mailto:aiccsst@bellsouth.net] 
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2003 8:52 PM 
To: bcampbell@libr.utep.edu 
Cc: Barrie Schwortz; Richard Orareo 
Subject: 1st c. Jewish Burial Practices!

Dear Dr. Campbell, 
 
Barrie Schwortz was kind enough to forward me a 
copy of your request.  Unfortunately, Barrie did not 
include the P.O.P.E. attachments. 
 
My own view would be to agree with Dr. Lavoie's 
conclusion that the body was not washed for the 
following reasons: 
 
1. For years forensic pathologists like the late 
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Robert Bucklin, M.D. who once served the 
coroner's office in Houston have been able to 
determine the final position on the cross by the 
blood flows on the arms. If you stand in the shower 
with your arms out straight, water will fall to the 
floor perpendicular to your arms assuming that the 
latter are parallel to the floor.  The blood on the 
arms left the body while the man was alive and the 
heart still pumping.  Had the body ben washed, any 
post mortem seepage would not form in the angled 
patterns revealed on the Shroud.  (See attached 
Ricci JPEG revealing the final position on the cross. 
 
2.  The Fourth Gospel  (Jn. 19:39) does state that 
"Nicodemus,  who had at first come to Jesus by 
night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and 
aloes, weighing about a hundred pounds [i.e. 
about 75 English pounds]." This is a huge amount 
of spices.  Scholars like the late Fr. Edward 
Wuenschel C.Ss.R. of the Holy Shroud Guild and 
others remind us that  despite vs. 40 ("They took 
the body of Jesus and wrapped it with the spices 
in linen cloths, according to the burial custom of 
the Jews.") in truth the Jews did not "wrap" their  
corpses like the Egyptians (who were interested in 
preserving the body), but rather "enveloped" - i.e. 
en-veloped them in a linen shroud which went up 
the dorsal, over the top of the head and down the 
ventral to the feet. [Note: Ask Barrie to be so kind 
as to send you a JPEG of the 16th c. Della 
Rovere (falsely attributed to Clovio) miniature 
on display in Turin] depicting this arrangement   
The body was allowed to decay, the bones were 
"gathered to the fathers" and a secondary burial was 
performed wherein the body was placed in an 
ossuary as in the recent discovery of that of James 
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the Just.  Thus Wuenschel and other biblical 
scholars suggest that such a quantity of spices might 
well have been to whitewash the walls of  this "new 
tomb in which no one had ever been laid" (vs. 41).  
The purpose of such a "whitewash" would be to 
serve as an aromatic - a "deodorant" to enable 
others to enter the tomb with future bodies with out 
being overcome by the stench of those other bodies 
which would be later placed in the same tomb.  
Also noted is the fact that this amount (i.e. about 75 
English pounds) was the same amount mentioned at 
the burial of Paul's mentor, the learned Gamaliel.  
Myrrh and aloes were expensive and the thinking of 
these scholars is that the greater the person, the 
greater the amount of such spices would be given to 
honor him. 
 
See: 

         WUENSCHEL, EDWARD A. 1945.THE SHROUD OF 
TURIN AND THE BURIAL OF CHRIST.   
         The Catholic Biblical Quarterly, Vol. VII, No. 
4 

          1946.THE SHROUD OF TURIN AND THE BURIAL 
OF CHRIST  THE CATHOLIC  
                BIBLICAL QUARTERLY, Vol. 8, 1946, 
134-178.) 

          1950. THE HOLY SHROUD OF TURIN. ESOPUS, NY: 
REDEMPTORIST FATHERS OF NEW  
                    YORK 

          1953. THE HOLY SHROUD (Revised Edition). 
BRONX, NY: HOLY SHROUD GUILD. 

          1953. THE TRUTH ABOUT THE HOLY SHROUD - 
PARTS 1, 11, III. 
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3. Finally, as stated in your email to Barrie, 
"cutting of the hair, beard, and fingernails of 
victims of capital punishment or violent death" 
was prohibited  It is obvious that the hair of the 
victim on the Turin Shroud did not have his hair 
cut. 
 
I regret that I cannot provide the source for Bill 
Meacham's 1963 quote, but I hope the above might 
prove useful. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Fr. Kim+ 
 
The Rev. Albert ("Kim") R. Dreisbach 
Exec. Dir., AICCSST 
2657 Vance Drive 
East Point, GA 30344-3858 
USA 
Tel. (404)  344-8982 
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Fig. 6 
Monday, November 3, 2003 
 
 Robert Novak, co-executive producer of CNN’s 
political roundtable "Capital Gang.", and a Jewish convert 
to Catholicism, and syndicated columnist writes in the 
Chicago-Sun Times  
 

When a private viewing of Mel Gibson's "The 
Passion of Christ" was completed at a Washington 
hotel 10 days ago, my wife and I along with a dozen 
other invited guests were emotionally frozen into 
several minutes of silence. The question is whether 
public presentation of the film four months hence 
shall be welcomed by tumultuous demonstrations 
outside the theaters. 
Hollywood actor Gibson, who spent over $25 
million of personal funds to produce "The Passion," 
has finally found a distributor to begin its showing 
Feb. 25 -- Ash Wednesday. A campaign by some 
Jewish leaders to radically edit the film or, 
alternatively, prevent its exhibition appears to have 
failed. This opens the door to religious conflict if 
the critics turn their criticism into public protest. 

 
Tuesday, November 04, 2003 
 
 Spurred to resume my search for Sarah Hoffman I 
conducted a search in Switchboard.com for Catholic 
Churches in San Rafael, California and found a listing for 
the  Dominican Sisters of  San Rafael, 1520 Grand Ave., 
San Rafael, CA.  This listing had been retrieved in previous 
searches and an e-mail sent as an inquiry but there was no 
reply.  Thus, a call was placed.  The prioress immediately 
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confirmed that there had once been a boarding school that 
most likely was the school Sarah names.  The School was 
founded in 1850 as the Dominican Upper School.  It 
changed its name and location in 1965 to San Dominico 
Convent School in San Anselmo.  
(http://www.sandomenico.org/pages/our_story.cfm) 

 In the introduction to Sarah’s article on Hinduism, 
she writes:  

I was just sixteen when two events set the course of 
my life. I came to Dominican Catholic Convent in 
San Rafael (California) and encountered 
Christianity for the first time. The same year I also 
encountered Hinduism in the person of a Hindu 
monk, a Swami, who was shortly to become my 
guru or teacher. A battle had begun, but I wasn't to 
understand this for nearly twenty years.  At the 
convent I was taught the basic truths of Christianity.  

In the appendix to the article on the Shroud, we read  
 
The following is the unique testimony of a woman 
who, after graduating from Dominican Convent in 
San Rafael, California, practiced Hinduism for 
twenty years; and who, finally, through the grace of 
God, returned to the one true Faith. Originally, this 
was a series of five letters written to the Dominican 
Nuns who had educated her. 
 
Another phone call was placed and answered by the 
library assistant, Nancy Cicchetti who promised to 
forward my request for an archival search for 
Sarah’s circa 1979 letters and a search for any nuns 
who might have remembered teaching her. 
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http://www.sanrafaelop.org/history.html 
 

 
 Sarah also leaves a clue as to her age in her radio 
broadcast on Hinduism.  Here we read 
 

In 1956 1 did field work with headhunters in the 
Philippines. My interest was in primitive religion -
particularly in what is termed an "unacculturated" 
area — where there had been few missionaries. 
When I arrived in Ifugao (that's the name of the 
tribe), I didn't believe in black magic; when I left, I 
did. An Ifugao priest (a munbaki) named Talupa 
became my best friend and informant. In time I 
learned that he was famous for his skill in the black 
art.  . . . If I had been predisposed to believe 
anything when I arrived. it was that magic had a 
wholly natural explanation. Also, let me say that I 
don't frighten very easily. But the fact is that I left 
Ifugao because I saw that their rituals not only 
worked, but they had worked on me at least twice. 
 
On Tuesday, July 22, 2003, Mary Mansur had 
forwarded an e-mail from Father Ambrose posted 
the day before replying to news that Reel 91 had 
arrived and that I had found the article on the 
Shroud and a second on Hinduism. 

 
This is really interesting.  I still think that Vladika 
Kyril and/or Fr. Alexis at the St. Nicholas Cathedral 
in Seattle are the only possible hope for locating 
Sarah, if she's still in the Seattle area.  And, oh, yes, 
she was indeed involved in Hinduism for a number 
of years, and a part of what she wrote about that 
experience was used by Fr. Seraphim in his book, 
"Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future"--I'd 




